
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

JESUS HAS A HEART FOR PEOPLE 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

August 29, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Jesus Has a Heart for People. This is especially true when people are left to their own 
devices or are led astray by others in the world. Jesus looks at such people as though they 
were sheep without a shepherd. We know, from what the Word tells us, that we were 
once in that category because of our sin. But, thanks be to God, he has sought us out and 
brought us into his flock, as sheep that are cared for by the Good Shepherd himself. Jesus’ 
heart for people means he has a heart for us—what grace it is to have the Almighty God 
have compassion on us! 

The liturgical color* for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 
2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org.

Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music: © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 

766 “The Lord’s My Shepherd.” Text: Psalter, Edinburgh, 1650; public domain. Tune & Setting: BROTHER’S JAMES’ AIR, 
J. L. Macbeth Bain, c. 1840-1935, adapt. © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted/Streamed with 
permission under OneLicense.net A-719903. All rights reserved.  

“This I Believe.” by Ben Fielding & Matt Crocker © 2014 Hillsong Music Publishing. Used by permission: CCLI# 145043

“Mighty To Save” by Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan © 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing). Used by permission: CCLI#145043.    

* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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CALENDAR August 29-September 5

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM School Chapel Service

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept. 12 Catechism Classes Begin 
Sept. 12 Sunday School Begins 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  188   

From July 1, 2021 to August 26, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 195,480
Actual cost of ministry: $ 183,587

Mortgage balance:  $1,225,028

Organ Fund balance: $ 27,255

Psalm 119:11 (NIV)

 

SUNDAY BIBLE HOUR
9:15-10:15 AM

Bring the whole family!
In-person Sunday School 

for ages 3K-6th grade

Catechism for 7th-8th grade

Bible Study for 
teens and adults

Launch Date: Sept. 12
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DIVINE SERVICE I
 

WELCOME

OPENING SONG Jesus Sinners Does Receive | CW 304 (1-3, 7)

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C): Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie

The Invocation, which 
uses the words spoken 

over us at our baptisms, 
remind us of who we 

are—children of God—
and what we are members 
of—the Church of Christ.
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.

10:30 – BAPTISM – Fletcher William Tadych

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY TO GOD – Gloria in Excelsis
The congregation (C) will join in singing the phrase “Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth.” The song leaders (SL) will sing the other parts of this song.

C:

Song Leaders: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory!

C: ♫ Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. ♫

SL: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer, receive our prayer.

C: ♫ Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. ♫

SL: For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ
With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.

C: ♫ Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. ♫

SL: Glory to God, glory to God.



6

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.
M: Let us pray.

O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be 
gracious to us in our weakness and give us strength to keep your commandments 
in all we say and do; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 23:1-6
The LORD himself seeks out his lost sheep.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 23 | CWS 766
The song leaders will sing verses 1 and 2. Please join to sing verses 3-5. 
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SECOND LESSON Hebrews 13:7-8, 17-21
Jesus' compassion is the same forever.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia! For you were like sheep going astray,
C: but you are now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. Alleluia!

(1 Peter 2:25)
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Please stand.
GOSPEL LESSON Mark 6:30-34
Jesus has compassion when people are without a shepherd. 
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated.
CONFESSION OF FAITH  This I Believe

This song seems to be based on the Apostles’ Creed. 
We find many of the same truths here as we do in the ancient creed itself.

Spir
dark     Descen - ded
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep | CW 436
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SERMON - God Is Concerned About You   

Please stand.
RESPONSE                                       

Be seated.
OFFERING
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic 
option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you 
with our website’s giving page.

Using the words of Psalm 
51, we pray that God would 
use the Word which we have 
just heard to “create a pure 

heart” inside of us.



11

MUSICAL OFFERING My Savior My God  

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd, we have heard the sweet sound of your familiar and 

loving voice in the gospel and have feasted in the green pastures of your Holy 
Word. Bless your Word in our lives. 

C: Use its message to nourish and sustain us as we journey through this life to the 
next. What joy it is to know that you laid down your life for the sheep—even 
sheep like us.

M: Gracious Shepherd, we are truly confused and foolish without you. Forgive us for 
the times we wander from you and stray from the call of your voice. Restore us to 
your fold, and protect us from the evil one. When Satan comes in the sheep’s 
clothing of false teaching, expose his lies and guide us in your truth.

C: When temporary pleasure beckons us to follow the wide road to hell, use your 
rod and staff to curb our sinful nature and lead us in paths of righteousness.

M: Guiding Shepherd, bless your Church with faithful under-shepherds—pastors who 
proclaim your death and resurrection as they minister to the souls in their care.

C: Give all ministers of the gospel an unwavering devotion to your Word.
M: Tender Shepherd, look with special care on all who suffer from loneliness, disease, 

accident, or loss. Lift them into your comforting arms, and embrace them with the 
warmth of your love.

C: Carry them through life’s troubling times. Renew hope and joy in their lives.
M: Loving Shepherd, we pray also for your “other sheep.” Let your voice be heard in 

all the world. Prosper the work of our missionaries at home and abroad. 
C: Give us all the zeal and courage to share with our friends and neighbors the 

good news of sins forgiven. Use our witness to gather the elect into one fold 
under your care.

Special Prayers and intercession may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Eternal Shepherd, when our days on earth come to an end and we walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, lead us safely to our eternal home. 

C: There we will enjoy your goodness and mercy forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Be seated.

HYMN                               Mighty to Save
The congregation (C) may join on the refrain.

SL:    Everyone needs compassion, Love that's never failing
Let mercy fall on me, 
Everyone needs forgiveness The kindness of a Savior, 
The hope of nations 

 
               C:

SL:    So take me as you find me, All my fears and failures
Fill my life again, I give my life to follow
Everything I believe in, Now I surrender

C: Savior, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save
Forever, Author of Salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave

Au Sal 

ior, 
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SL:    Shine your light and, Let the whole world see, 
We're singing for the glory, of the risen King, Jesus
Shine your light and, Let the whole world see, 
We're singing for the glory, of the risen King.

C (Sing twice): Savior, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save
Forever, Author of Salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave 

SL:    Shine your light and, Let the whole world see, 
We're singing for the glory, of the risen King, Jesus
Shine your light and, Let the whole world see, 
We're singing for the glory, of the risen King.

Please stand.
CLOSING PRAYER | CW p.25
M: Let us pray together.
C: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit 

and the wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing 
hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to 
the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that 
we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your 
name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

C: ♫  Amen. Amen. Amen.

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN O Christ, Our True and Only Light | CW 569 (1,4,5)

   

“Let nothing hinder your 
Word” – this includes 

persecution and hardship, 
but could also refer to false 

teachers and “shepherds 
who destroy and scatter the 
sheep of God’s pasture,” as 
we heard about in Jeremiah.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. God has some pretty strong words against shepherds in Jeremiah 23. Yet in verse 4 
he says he’s going to send more shepherds to his people. What does this tell us about 
God’s plans for this shepherd/sheep (or pastor/congregation) relationship even in 
the face of sinful shepherds?

2. What can we learn from the name Jeremiah uses in verse 6 for the Shepherd God 
would send: the LORD Our Righteousness? (Hint: Read Exodus 3, especially verses 
14,15. Read also Romans 3:21,22.)

3. Hebrews 13:7-8, 17-21 give details about the relationship between pastor and 
congregation. Make two lists of the duties and responsibilities from these verses, one 
for a pastor and the other for a congregation. How do you see those duties and 
responsibilities carried out among us today?

4. In Mark 4:34 we see both the heart of Jesus for lost souls and the actions he took to 
care for them. What insights can we gain from Jesus as we seek to “reach out to 
people with the love of Jesus one heart and home at a time?” (This quote is taken 
from our mission statement at St. Paul’s.) 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY: Ephesians
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH Sept. 8 | 6:30PM

Pastor Plagenz will hold a Bible information class on Wednesday evenings this fall. This 
class will walk through Foundations of the Christian Faith, a course comprising work 
from numerous pastors in our synod and compiled by Pastor Luke Thompson. As the 
name suggests, the twelve lessons cover the basics of Christianity and what we believe 
and teach at St. Paul’s. Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for weeks or decades, this course 
and its materials will teach you something new. Come to be refreshed with the core 
teachings of the Bible and to expand your knowledge. Better yet, invite a friend to come 
study with you and learn the Foundations of the Christian Faith.

“FREE MONEY” FOR MINISTRY

Thank you to all the people who take the time to direct “free money’ to the ministries at 
St. Paul’s. In the last week, we have received a check from Coca-Cola Give based on codes 
entered, dollars from the Thrivent Choice program, and matching funds from the Sentry 
Foundation.  All totaled, we received $2,460.20 that only cost our members their effort in 
applying for the funds.  Even small amounts add up!

SCHOOL CHAPEL SERVICES Wednesdays | 8:55 AM

Our weekly school chapel services are open to the congregation. The children and staff 
are encouraged by your presence. 

NO WORSHIP ON LABOR DAY Sept. 6

The school, childcare, and offices will also be closed that day.
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